REPUBLI C ACT NO. 8560
AN ACT REGULATI NG THE PRACTI CE OF
GEODETI C ENG NEERI NG | N THE PHI LI PPI NES

ARTI CLE |
TITLE

SECTION 1. Title. —This Act shall be known as the "Philippine Geodetic
Engi neeri ng Act of 1998."

ARTI CLE 1|
DEFI NI TI ON OF TERMS

SECTION 2. Definition of terms. —

(a) Practice of geodetic engineering —The practice of Geodetic Engi neering

is a professional and organi zed act of gathering physical data on the surface
of the earth with the use of precision instrunents. It is also the scientific
and met hodi cal processing of these data and presenting them on graphs, plans,

maps,

charts or docunents. It shall enbrace, but is not linmted to, the

follow ng activities:

(1) Professional Geodetic Engineering Services with the use of
surveyi ng and mappi ng equi pment such as graduated rods, neasuring
tapes, transits, levels, theodolites, fathoneters/echosounders,

el ectronic distance neters, global positioning systems, stereoplotters
and all other instrunents that are used to determ ne netes and bounds
of | ands positions of points on the surface of the earth, water depths,
underwat er configuration, ground el evation, gravity, isostacy, crusta
nmovenments and the size and shape of the earth, and other instrunents
used for construction survey, and those instruments used to guide the
installation of large industrial equipment and machi neri es;

(2) Horizontal and vertical control surveys and political boundary
surveys;

(3) Land surveys to determine their nmetes and bounds and prepare the
pl ans thereof for titling and for other purposes;

(4) Subdivision, consolidation and/or consolidation-subdivision of
titled properties;

(5) Subnission of survey plans of subdivided, consolidated and/or
consol i dat ed-subdivision titled properties to the government agencies
concerned; hereafter, such plans on surveyed titled properties

submi tted by geodetic engineers shall not be subject to verification
and approval ;

(6) Preparation and maki ng of sketch, | ot and |ocation plans;
(7) Conduction of engineering surveys and the technical preparation of
engi neering survey plans such as topographic, hydrographic, tidal

profile, cross-section, construction and boundary surveys;

(8) Parcellary surveys of |ands traversed by infrastructure projects;
and the preparation of subdivision plans;

(9) Conduction of gravimetric and photogrametric survey and the



techni cal preparation of such survey plans;

(10) Survey and mappi ng works such as the preparation of geographic
and/or land information system

(11) Survey to determ ne and establish |line and grade for the
construction of buildings and other structures and its attachnents;

(12) Construction of as-staked and as-built surveys for
i nfrastructures;

(13) Conduction of mineral and mning surveys,;

(14) Installation of machineries requiring the use of precision
i nstruments;

(15) Engagenent in the transfer of the know edge and technol ogy of
geodetic engineering in any institution of |earning;
(b) Ceodetic Engi neer —A Geodetic Engineer is a natural person who has been
issued a Certificate of Registration by the Board of Geodetic Engineering and
has taken the Oath of Profession of CGeodetic Engineers.

ARTICLE 111
BOARD OF GEODETI C ENG NEERI NG

SECTI ON 3. Creation and conposition of the Board of CGeodetic Engi neering. —
There is hereby created a Board of Geodetic Engi neering, hereinafter called
the Board, to be conposed of a chairman and two (2) nenbers to be appointed
by the President of the Philippines froma list of three (3) reconmendees for
each position, chosen, ranked in the order of preference and submtted by the
duly integrated and accredited associ ati on of geodetic engi neers. The Board
shall be organi zed not later than six (6) nonths fromthe effectivity of this
Act .

SECTION 4. Qualifications of Menbers of the Board. —A nenber of the Board
shall, at the tine of his appointnent, possess the follow ng qualifications:
(a) Natural born citizen and resident of the Philippines;

(b) Must be at least forty (40) years of age;

(c) A registered Geodetic Engineer with a valid professional |icense
and an active practitioner in Geodetic Engineering for not Iess than
ten (10) years prior to appoi ntnent;

(d) Must not be a nenber of the faculty of any school, acadeny,
institute, college or university where a regular course in Geodetic
Engi neering is being taught, nor have pecuniary interest in or

adm ni strative supervision over any such institution of |earning;

(e) Must not, for a period of three (3) consecutive years prior to
appoi ntnent, be connected with a review center or with any group or
associ ation where review classes or lectures in preparation for the
licensure exanmi nation are offered or conducted at the tinme of
appoi nt nent; and

(f) Must not have been convicted of any offense involving nora
tur pi tude.



SECTION 5. Term of office. —The nenbers of the Board shall hold office for
termof three (3) years and until their successors shall have been appointed
and qualified. O the nenbers of the Board first appointed under this Act,
one (1) nmenber shall be appointed and hold office for three (3) years; and
one (1) nmenber for two (2) years, one (1) nenber for one year

The Chairman or nenber of the Board nmmy be reappointed for another term but
in no case shall he serve continuously for nmore than six (6) years. Each
menber of the Board shall qualify by taking the proper oath of office prior
to entering upon the performance of duties.

SECTI ON 6. Conmpensation of the board nmenmbers. —The Chairman and nmenbers of
the Board shall receive conpensation and all owances conparable to the
conpensati on and al | owances received by existing regulatory boards with the
Pr of essi onal Regul ati on Comm ssion (PRC), hereinafter referred to as the
Conmi ssion, as provided for in the General Appropriations Act.

SECTION 7. Vacancy and renoval of board members. —Any vacancy occurring in
the menbership of the Board within the termof a nmenmber shall be fined for
the unexpired portion of the termonly. The President may renove any nenber
of the Board, upon the recomendati on of the Conm ssion, on the follow ng
grounds:

(a) Neglect of duty or inconpetence;

(b) Violation or tolerance of the violation of this Act or the Code of
Et hi cs for geodetic engineers; and

(c) Final judgnment of a crinme involving noral turpitude.
He shall be given due notice and hearing where his right to be heard and to
defend hinsel f, assisted by counsel, shall be respected in a proper
adm ni strative investigation. The Commi ssion's decision my be appeal ed
within fifteen (15) days fromwitten notice, to the President, whose
deci sion shall be final and executory.

SECTI ON 8. Powers and duties of the board. —The Board shall exercise the
foll owi ng specific powers, functions, duties and responsibilities:
(a) To promrul gate and adopt the rules and regul ati ons necessary for
carrying out the provisions of this Act;

(b) To supervise the exam nation, registration, licensure and practice
of Professional Geodetic Engineering in the Philippines;

(c) To administer oaths in connection with the successful examn nees
entering the practice of Geodetic Engineering;

(d) To issue the Certificate of Registration to successful exam nees;

(e) To issue, suspend or revoke the license for the practice of the
Ceodeti ¢ Engi neering profession;

(f) To adopt an official seal of the Board;

(g) To look into the conditions affecting the practice of Ceodetic
Engi neeri ng profession and whenever necessary, adopt such measures as
may be deemed proper for the enhancenent and mai nt enance of high

prof essi onal and ethical standards of the profession

a



(h) To ensure in coordination with the Comr ssion on Hi gher Education
(CHED), that all educational institutions offering CGeodetic Engi neering
education conply with the policies, standards and requirements of the
course prescribed by CHED in the areas of curriculum faculty, library
and facilities;

(i) To prescribe and/or adopt a Code of Ethical and Professiona
Standards for the practice of the Geodetic Engi neering profession;

(j) To hear and try adm nistrative cases involving violations of this
Act, its inplementing rules and regul ati ons, the Code of Ethics for

pr of essi onal Geodetic Engi neers and for this purpose, to i ssue subpoena
and subpoena duces tecumto secure the appearances of w tnesses and the
producti on of docunents in connection therewth;

(k) To prescribe guidelines in the Continuing Professional Education
(CPE) programin coordination with the integrated and accredited
associ ation for professional CGeodetic Engineers;

(1) To prepare, adopt issue or anmend the syllabi of the subjects for
exam nati on;

(m To approve, issue, limt or revoke tenporary license to practice
Geodeti ¢ Engi neering; and

(n) Discharge such other duties and functions as nay be deened
necessary for the enhancenent of the Geodetic Engi neering profession
and the upgradi ng, devel opnent and growth of Geodetic Engi neering
education in the Philippines.
SECTI ON 9. Supervision of the Board, custodian of its records, secretariat
and support services. —The Board shall be under the admi nistrative
supervi sion of the Comm ssion. All records of the Board, including the
application for exam nation, exanination papers and results, mnutes of
del i beration, adm nistrative cases and other investigations involving
Geodetic Engi neers shall be kept by the Conmm ssion.

The Comnmi ssion shall designate the Secretary of the Board and shall provide
the secretariat and other support services to inplement the provisions of
this Act.

SECTI ON 10. Annual report. —The Board shall, at the close of each cal endar
year, submit an annual report to the President of the Philippines through the
Pr of essi onal Regul ati on Comni ssion, giving detail ed account of its
proceedi ngs and acconplishnments during the year and make reconmendation for
the adopti on of neasures that will upgrade and inprove the conditions
affecting the practice of Geodetic Engineering in the Philippines.

ARTI CLE IV
EXAM NATI ON , REG STRATI ON AND LI CENSE

SECTI ON 11. Examinations required. —All applicants for registration for the
practice of Geodetic Engineering shall be required to undergo and pass a
written technical exam nation as provided for in this Act.

SECTION 12. Qualifications of applicant for exanmination. —Every applicant
for exam nation shall establish the follow ng:



(a) That he is a citizen of the Philippines; and

(b) That he is a graduate of Bachel or of Science in Ceodetic

Engi neering in a school, acadeny, institute or college duly recognized

by the Governnent.
SECTI ON 13. Fraudul ent application. —The Board nmay suspend or revoke a
Certificate of Registration obtained through m srepresentation nmade in the
application for exam nation.

SECTI ON 14. Scope of examination. —The exam nation for Ceodetic Engi neering
shall basically corer the follow ng subjects:
(1) Mathematics;

(2) Theory and Practice of Surveying;

(3) Property Surveying including |Isolated, Cadastral, M neral and
M ni ng Surveys;

(4) Cartography and Photogranmetry;
(5) Ceodesy, Geodetic Surveying and Least Squares;
(6) Engineering Surveys and Construction Surveying;

(7) Laws on Natural Resources including Laws on Property, Land
Regi stration and Agrarian Reform

(8) Laws on Obligations and Contracts;

(9) Code of Ethics of the Profession
The said subjects and their syllabi my be anended by the Board so as to
conformto technol ogi cal changes brought about by continuing trends in the
pr of essi on.

SECTION 15. Rating in the board exam nations. —To be qualified as having
passed the board exam nation for Geodetic Engineers, a candidate nust obtain
a wei ghted general average of seventy percent (70%, with no grade | ower than
fifty-five percent (55% in any given subject. However, an exam nee who
obtai ns a wei ghted general average rating of seventy percent (70% or higher
but obtains a rating below fifty-five percent (55% in any given subject nust
take the exami nation in the subject or subjects where he obtained a grade

bel ow fifty-five percent (55%.

SECTI ON 16. Report of ratings. —The Board shall submit to the Comm ssion the
rati ng obtai ned by each candidate within twenty (20) days after the

exam nation, unless extended for just cause. Upon the release of the results
of the exam nation, the Board shall send by nmaeil the rating received by each
exam nee at his given address using the mailing envel ope submtted during the
exam nati on.

SECTI ON 17. Re-exam nation. —An applicant who fails to pass the exam nation
for the third tine shall be allowed to take another examination only after
the | apse of one year.

SECTION 18. OCath. —AIl successful candidates in the exam nation shall be
required to take an oath of profession before the Board or any governnent
of ficial authorized to adm nister oaths, prior to entering upon the practice



of the Geodetic Engi neering profession

SECTION 19. Certificate of registration and professional |icense. —A
Certificate of Registration shall be issued to applicants who pass the
exam nation for Geodetic Engineers subject to paynent of registration fees.

The Certificate of Registration of a professional Geodetic Engi neer shal

bear the signatures of the Chairman of the Board and the Chairman of the

Pr of essi onal Regul ati on Comni ssion and stanped with the official seal of the
Board indicating that the person named therein is a regi stered Geodetic

Engi neer .

A professional |icense bearing the registration nunber, date of issuance,
expiry date and duly signed by the Chairman of the Board, shall |ikew se be
i ssued to every registrant, upon paynent of the professional fees. No person
shal|l practice Geodetic Engineering in this country unless such person shal
have secured a license to practice Geodetic Engineering in the nanner herein
provided. A licensee is entitled to practice the profession with all the
privileges appurtenant thereto until the expiration of the validity of his
i cense.

SECTI ON 20. Seal and use of seal. —(a) Each registrant shall, upon

regi stration, obtain the seal of such design as the Board of Geodetic

Engi neeri ng may adopt. Pl ans and specifications prepared by, or under the
di rect supervision of a registered Geodetic Engi neer, shall be stanped with

said seal during the validity of the professional |icense. No person shal
stanp or seal any docunent with the seal of a registrant after his
prof essional |icense has expired or lost its validity unless he has been

reinstated to the practice and/or unless his license has been renewed.

(b) No officer or enployee of the governnent, chartered cities, provinces and
nmuni ci palities now or hereafter charged with the enforcenent of |aws,

ordi nances or regulations relating to all Geodetic Engineering practices
shal | accept or endorse any survey plans or docunents which have not been
prepared and submitted in full accord with the provisions of this Act, nor
shal |l any paynment be approved by any such officer for any work, the plans and
docunent s of which have not been so prepared, signed and sealed by a duly

i censed Geodetic Engineer

(c) No Geodetic Engineer shall sign his name, affix his seal or use any other
nmet hod of signature on plans, specifications or other documents nmde by or
under anot her Geodetic Engineer's supervision unless the sane is made in such
manner as to clearly indicate the part of such work actually perforned by
him and no person, except the Geodetic Engineer in charge, shall sign for
any branch of work or any function of Geodetic Engineering practice not
actually perforned by him The Geodetic Engineer in charge shall be fully
responsi ble for all plans, specifications and other documents issued under
his seal or authorized signature.

The Board shall fornulate, adopt and pronulgate all necessary rules and
regul ations for the effective inplenentation of the provisions relating to
the design of the seal, the signing and sealing of draw ngs, specifications,
reports and ot her docunments by Geodetic Engineers.

(d) Plans and docunents duly signed, stanped or sealed as instrunments of
service are the property and docunents of the Ceodetic Engineer, if the sanme
has not been accepted and/or paid.



SECTI ON 21. Indication of License and Professional Tax Recei pt. —The
Geodetic Engineer shall be required to indicate his professional |icense
nunmber, the duration of validity, including the professional tax receipt
nunber on the docunents he signs, uses or issues in connection with the
practice of his profession.

SECTI ON 22. Grounds for suspension and revocation of |icense, cancellation of
tenmporary/special permt. —The Board shall have the power, upon due notice
and hearing, to revoke or suspend the |license of a Geodetic Engi neer, or to
cancel a tenporary/special pernmit for any cause specified in the proceeding
sections, including but not limted to: the use or perpetration of any fraud
or deceit in obtaining a certificate of registration, or for inconpetence,
negl i gence, or for abetnment of the illegal practice of Geodetic Engi neering;
violation of the provisions of this Act, its inplenenting rules and
regul ati ons and/or violation of the policies of the Board including the Code
of Ethics for Geodetic Engineers: Provided, however, That such action of the
Board shall be subject to appeal to the Conmission, within fifteen (15) days
fromwitten notice.

ARTI CLE V
PRACTI CE OF GECDETI C ENG NEERI NG

SECTI ON 23. Vested rights: automatic registration of practicing geodetic
engi neers. —All practicing Geodetic Engi neers who are registered at the tine
this Act takes effect, shall automatically be registered.

SECTI ON 24. Practice not allowed for firms and corporations. —The practice
of Geodetic Engineering is a professional service, adm ssion to which shal
be deternmi ned upon the basis of an individual's personal qualifications, for
whi ch the CGeodetic Engineer is responsible for the correctness of the survey
wor k. No ot her person or governnent entity should go over the work of the
Geodetic Engi neer unless found grossly defective in connection with other
wor ks for which an investigation conmttee shall thereby be created and
conmmi ssi oned by the Professional Regul ati on Conmm ssion

No firm conpany, partnership, association or corporation may be registered
or licensed as such for the practice of Geodetic Engineering: Provided,
however, That persons properly registered and |icensed as Geodetic Engi neers
may anong thensel ves or with a person or persons properly registered and
licensed as Geodetic Engineer, may formand obtain registration with the
Securities and Exchange Conmi ssion (SEC) of a firm partnership or

associ ation using the term "Geodetic Engi neers," but nobody shall be a
menber, partner or associate unless he is a duly registered and |icensed
Geodetic Engineer, and the nenbers who are CGeodetic Engineers shall only
render work and services proper for a Geodetic Engineer as defined in this
Act .

SECTI ON 25. Integration of the geodetic engi neering profession. —The
Geodetic Engi neering profession shall be integrated into one (1) nationa
organi zati on which shall be recognized by the Board and by the Conm ssion as
the one and only integrated and accredited Associ ati on of Professiona
Geodeti ¢ Engi neers.

Upon registration with the Board, every professional CGeodetic Engi neer shal
automatically becone a nmenber of the integrated and accredited nationa
organi zation and shall receive the benefits and privil eges appurtenant



thereto. Those who have been registered with the Board but not nmenbers of the
said integrated and accredited organization at the time of the effectivity of
this Act, shall be allowed to register as nenbers of the said organization
within three (3) years after the effectivity of this Act. Menbership in the

i ntegrated and accredited organi zation shall not be a bar to nenbership in

ot her associ ations of the Geodetic Engi neering profession

SECTI ON 26. Foreign reciprocity. —No foreign Geodetic Engineer shall be

i ssued a tenporary license to practice the CGeodetic Engi neering profession or
consul tancy thereof or be entitled to any of the rights and privil eges under
this Act unless the country of which he is a subject or citizen specifically
permits Filipino Geodetic Engineers to practice within its territorial limts
on the same basis as the subjects or citizens of such foreign state or
country.

ARTI CLE VI
GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

SECTI ON 27. Inplementing rules and regul ati ons. —Subject to the approval of
the Commi ssion, the Board shall adopt and pronul gate such rul es and

regul ations, including the Code of Ethics for Ceodetic Engineers, to carry
out the provisions of this Act, which shall be effective after thirty (30)
days following their publication in the Oficial Gazette or in a major daily
newspaper of general circulation.

SECTI ON 28. Fundi ng. —Such suns as may be necessary to carry out the

provi sions of this Act shall be included in the General Appropriations Act of
the year following its enactment into | aw and thereafter: Provided, however,
That fifty percent (50% of the fees derived from exam nation, registration
and |icenses shall be utilized by the Board to defray its adm nistrative and
ot her operational expenses, including the enhancenent of the Geodetic

Engi neeri ng profession.

SECTI ON 29. Enforcement. —The Professional Regul ation Conmi ssion shall be
the enforcenent agency of the Board. As such, the Comm ssion shall inplenent
the provisions of this Act, enforce its inplenenting rules and regul ations as
adopted by the Board, conduct investigations upon conplaints, including

viol ations of the Code of Conduct of the profession and prosecute when so

war r ant ed.

SECTION 30. Transitory provisions. —(a) The existing Board of Geodetic
Engi neering shall continue to function in the interimuntil such tinme as the
new Board shall be duly constituted pursuant to this Act.

(b) Exanmination for Junior Geodetic Engineers shall cease to be conducted
upon effectivity of this Act;

(c) Incunmbent Juni or Geodetic Engineers may continue to practice as such for
a period of five (5) years fromeffectivity of this Act, within which they
shall be required to finish the Bachel or of Science in Geodetic Engineering
course, the conpletion of which shall qualify themto take the Geodetic

Engi neer Licensure Exam nati ons.

SECTION 31. Penalties. —In addition to the administrative sanctions, any
person who violates any of the provisions of this Act shall, upon conviction
be penalized by a fine of not less than Fifty thousand pesos (P50, 000.00) nor
nmore than Two hundred thousand pesos (P200, 000.00), or inprisonnent of not



| ess than six (6) nmonths nor nore than six (6) years, or both such fine and
i mprisonment, at the discretion of the court.

SECTI ON 32. Separability clause. —If any clause, provision, paragraph or
part hereof shall be declared unconstitutional or invalid, such judgnent
shall not affect, invalidate or inpair any other part hereof, but such
judgment shall nerely be confined to the clause, provision, paragraph or part
directly involved in the controversy upon which such judgnent has been

render ed.

SECTI ON 33. Repealing clause. —Republic Act No. 4374, Presidential Decree
Nos. 202 and 335 are hereby repealed. Al other |aws, decrees, executive
orders and other admninistrative issuances and parts thereof which are

i nconsistent with the provisions of this Act are hereby nodified, superseded
or repeal ed accordingly.

SECTI ON 34. Effectivity. —This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days
following its publication in the Oficial Gazette or mmjor daily newspaper of
general circulation in the Philippines, whichever is earlier

Approved: February 26, 1998



