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MURSI PRIORITIES IN DEALING WITH THE APF AND OMO PARK

BetweerApril 20 and 29, | travelled wittVill Hurd, Olisarali Olibui and Uligidangdor Bidamer to the
communities of Make, Miso and Jawallord was sent ahead inviting interested peoples from
neighbouring villages to the meetingslist of participants is provided on the last page.

The purpose of the meetings was to hear directly from the Mursi about how they would like to go ahead
in dealing with the Omo National Park aiftica Parks Foundation problem - assuming the required
financial and technical support could be made available.

The men who came to the meetings were a mixture of community representatives, priests and big men.
Although they in no way would claim to represent all Mursi communities, there was an encouraging
unanimity about their priorities for taking local actidtter detailed discussions about #hEF and

Omo, they came to agree on four priorities — all of which we shall return to in more detail after a review
of events in the outside world; they are:

1.A direct communications/email link to the outside world.
2. Radio or phone communications between Mursi villages.
3. Immersion course in English for eight Mursi, tenharic.
4.The completion of the map being made vl Hurd.




SOME SOURCESAND EFFECTS OF
GLOBAL SUPPORI FOR THE MURSI

Several global human rightsgamisations and journalists
have been lendingfekctive support to the Mursi, through
publications, web-sites, messages of varying intensity to
the Ethiopian government, referring them to the global
conventions they have signed on to.

The Centre for International Environmental Law (CIEL)
has drafted a Presentation to the Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), which
calls upon the Ethiopian government to respect and
guarantee Mursi land rights.

At the national level, the Institute for Environmental
Security (IES) and the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Environmental Law
Centre has produced an exhaustive review of existing
legal structures and agency policies thiafthe Mursi,

as obstacles or opportunities, and also the validity of the
contracts between ti#dPF and the government.
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Also at the global level, these rights-based campaigns
have been matched byfatts to secure the support of the
global conservation communijtincluding its Ethiopian
membership, for the proposition that Mursi stewardship
is consistent with the tenets of the Biodiversity
Convention, the Man and the Biosphere Programme as
well as the emegiing category of “community conserved
area” (CCAs) promoted by CEESWithin the IUCN.

The landscape is evidently significant enough to be
sequestered as a national park. But it is as much a work
e S of the Mursi as of natur@he Park Superintendent himself
S ==samem iS on record as acknowledging that the controlled seasonal
@ burning by Mursi, designed to improve cattle pastures
also improves the habitat for grazing and browsing
wildlife. It is unfortunate that an opportunity to create a

model that would be of significance throughAtfrica is
being ignored in favour of exclusion and coercion.

These global ébrts, coupled with the evictions statistics
compiled by impeccabl&/orld Bank sociologists, and
together with a feywwidely-read articles in environment
or development journals seem to be having a collective
effect upon the donor community; something ARF
became aware of when thi¢orld Bank, upon learning
about the Nechisar enforced eviction, refused an informal
APF request for funds for Omo park




POTENTIALS FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

While the rights-based strategies that are in play call upon governments to bring their behaviour into line with
their international commitments, conservation-based responses invariably suggest negotiating some form of
cooperation or co-management: sharing of control, management responsibilities and revenue. Given the reciprocal
relationship between Mursi and their land, and their critical contribution towards the maintenance of high
biodiversity it makes sense to use this as common ground, from which to reach for a reconcilation. the conflict
between the Mursi and Omo park. Over the last 40 years, indigenous communities throughout the world have
demonstrated that, given the tools and the training, they can assume local responsibilities for biodiversity
conservation that opportunistically combine traditional stewardship practice with science-based conservation
technique. Most of these groups started out by making a ‘tenure map’ of the kind the Mursi are now generating
and then steadily adding to that nucleus or original knowledge as the basis for an informed agenda.

Co-management demands compromise from both sides and the signs areAtR&titheot inclined to depart

from a strictly exclusive modeAccording to some second-hand news ARE upon hearing that some Guiji

are returned to Nechisa N&e threatening to cancel their contract with the government. Even though not
directly responsible for the Nechisar evictionsARé- have had no problems with capitalising upon therd,

at this point, even though some sort of collaborative solataid happen, this is not the time to bring it up in
coversation with the Mursi: partly because it would be dismissed as a trick; partly because it was not their idea.

GTZ, the German development agentys set aside 200,000 euros towards resolving this conflict. Hqwever
it is unclear how those fund with be spent. GTZ did not respond to mail from &®dere is only the
following hearsay to go byAccording to one source, these funds will be disbursed under GTZ céwetrotding

to anotherGTZ is seeking a “win-win” solutiollso mentioned is an intent to map community resources uses,
from the ground and from the park aeroplane. Saliere have been no invitation to Mursi communities to
participate in any conflict resolution or mapping procesbke. Mursi priority is to inform themselves and
reflect upon their options: the longer that GTZ delays, the better the eventual prospects for reconciliation.















